8.16 Writing exercise 1

Q: Some people think that the pest way to reduce the time spent in travelling to

work is to replace parks and gardens close to the city center with apartment
buildings for commuters. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this

statement?

Introduction (2 sentences):

1 — Paraphrase/say the topic

2 — say your opinion

Body 1: this would help because people could walk to take public transport to work

Body 2: however, this solution would not be effective overall as it would lead to high

population density in urban areas

Conclusion: repeat your ideas and your opinion
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study some other sample answers and take some time to practice the structure

introductions — look at a topic — write an introduction — check with the sample answer

keep repeating until you feel confident with introductions

topic sentences

examples

Generally speaking, cemmuting-timetime spent commuting is considered as one of

the most significant factors #-impacting living standards in a-modern eeuntry—and

eitycities. [For this reason, some suggest that the-places for entertainment like gardens
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should be moved out_of the city center in order to construct more apartments

sake—ef—eemma&eﬁs—ﬁmd. While it is essential to uphold—the —impertance

efimprove/prioritize efficiency, such radical measures would be highly likely to be

counter-productive and ereate-cause unintended resuits-harm if implemented.

achieve forthreereasensiIf parks were replaced with apartments, this would not

alleviate traffic concerns. Firstly, it would be wasteful. [The costs of replacing the-parks

with apartment blocks ef-flatwould definitely-ikely| ake-our-economy-suffered-a-huge

less-in-require_significant government spending| that are—could otherwise be used to

maintain eur—public services such as transport_systems/ [Secondly, it would be

inhumane. Residents near the-parks have the-human rights that must not be taken
from them including the right to exercises, relax_ing-and breath the hing serme-fresh air. ]

Finally, it would be detrimental_for health. Modern cities are facing the-increased
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To alleviate the-travelling-time-problemproblems related to time spent commuting, one

solution might be werking-that the government could inerease-invest more in system

infrastructure and public transport networks such as the Qmetro, subway, and ferryjiﬂ

order } to reduce the-traffic pressure and ensure the-travelers-to arrive at a destination

with re-little [delay.

fTo sum up, long traveling times have become ja |purning-crucial issue for many

commuterscity fresidents, but the radical way—reform of te—sacrificinge lpus-the
environment for the-efficiency is questionable. Ard-what-we-can-do-is-to-improve-ourA

better approach would be to improve traffic systems—infrastructure tothat ensure

everyone eeuld-can arrive at their destination quickly and safely.
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If parks were replaced with apartments, this would be wasteful. The reason for this is

the government only has so much money to allocate to public services. In order to

remove parks.... For example, in Shanghai if the govt were to... The Chinese govt

Comment [Dave28]: your whole paragraph

would no longer be able to afford...

focused on one idea, with a clear, detailed, long,

specific example — then you will get 7+

8.17 Writing exercise 2

Q: Some people believe famous people's support towards international aid

organizations draws the attention to problems, while others think [celebrities | Comment [Dave29]: be as specific as possible -
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These days, it seems that mere-more celebrities are participantings in the-suppertive
charities that improve the welfare of the world than ever beforey jobs-to-the-world

welfare centerthan-everbefore. PletHowever, there remains some disagreement as to

whether the overall effect of this-their actions has attracted more people or played

dewn-minimized the importance of these—the aid. While there are certainly valid [C°mmeﬂt [Dave30]: distracted from }




argument to the contrary, | personally believe that the benefits of these backings far

outweigh its-their drawbacks|. |

The main reason why famous persens-backings could be seen as the-decrease-of
significancedistracting/negative is the-public trust. |t is the-a fact that most celebrities

are entertainers and sports stars seering-and thus much less credible in the eyes of

because stars are always—have countless commercial advertisements and hype

Rewssponsorship deals, most of which are mendacious-and-fortheirownprofitssolely

a means of earning money. Therefore, the majority of the-citizens may be suspicious

of the-the authenticity of celebrity supports’ reality-and underestimate its importance. |

Despite the above-mentioned arguments, | believe that the start-support_of various

starss would—be—aparticularly—influential—pushcan to—the—aid career—for—two
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reasenscauses for the public good. Firstly, is-the cult of celebrity_can be influential.

Fhe-famous persens—individuals are always have—heftycelebritythat-grab—pres

attentioncapable of garnering/attracting attention from the press and thereby

connecting with the whole of society—which-hasavital connectionwith-the whole

seciety—_For this reason, their charitable acts can-easily-beare| often reported by the

media, inspiring mere—greater numbers of potential charity donors or fans to help

others-togetherbecome involved in various organizations. Secondly, is-the—regional

bleekcelebrities bring international attention. Without the—publicity_from well-known

figures, it is hard for us-the average citizen to know what was-has happened around

the world and who weuld—need—ourhelp-in-the-werdrequires help. However, the

support by—thefrom celebrities helps_the public understand, trust and realize the

importance of various —the-international aid organizations _and non-governmental

agencles-andreakzethetmeoaransealassicones:
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world-wild-aiding-programs-because of its influence on the-inspiration and the flow
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