1. Nowadays men and women in many countries decide to have babies at an

older age. What are the reasong/? What effects| does this trend have on society

and family life?

I-islsemetimes argued-thatmore and more people are waiting until their 30s and 40s

to start having babies_these days. [There are various individual and broader social |

reasons for this, and in my opinion, there are both positive and negative effects. ‘

There-areThe two main causes for the-an age gap between parents and children

relate to leconomics|. Firstly, fife-ismany individuals believe modern urban life o be
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more complex and difficult, especially because the cost of living has increased so

dramatically_in_recent decades. Parents have to pay higher prices for housing,

education, and health care for kidsLT Ffor example, the school fees for a

seven-year-old child in Shanghai may be up to millions of Chinese yuan_annually.

impossible for many young couples to pay a deposit are-for a mortgage e+even-the

great-educationand a quality education at the same time. Secondly, the-changes-in

eenceptionlarge societal shifts in thinking now make-encourage many young adults to

be more eager for independence, freedom and privacy. }t-has-been-a typical-pattern
torpeonlete—lvendiddualbrorinsmal-famibruniisro—carbtdmeThe fresult of this

is, particularly in cities, that individuals prefer to live alone or with their parents and the

government in_nations such as China must now incentivize parenthood through

requlation. |

On the one hand, this change can be positive, Babies can enjoy better living
environments and greaterimproved educational conditions as elderolder parents are
more likely to have relatively stable income, and these factors play an aetive

pivotal/crucial role in childrer’s-healthy physical and emotional growth. On the other

hand, fate-child-bearing later in life can also have-the-result efin pregnancy preblems

complications such as low fertility and the higher risk of genetic disorders, which could
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alse-trigger the decline of_a national-everalt population and in turn exacerbate the

problem of ageing pepulationdemographics. For instance, in Japan increasing
numbers of adults have tended to have a-babies aty-in-a older ages, which has greatly

contributed to Japan’s aging problems._The ramifications of this include added

pressure on the jhealthcare system and economic issues related to the workforcel

In conclusion, wider aging gaps weuld-are becomingprebably-be-the mainstream in

most of the-countries as-thedue to increasing social pressures and new-novel life
styles, and there are both positive and negative effects on general populations that

ought to be considered.,|

Overall: 7.5
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la teacher would say ‘no’ bc not qualified

aparents would say yes bc they understand their kids]

a politician would say no bc difficult to manage

a student would say ho bc they want to spend less time with parents — dif

viewpoints

2/Some people think personal happiness is directly related to economic

success, while others believe this depends on other factors. Discuss both sides |

and give your own opinion.

People-have-different-viewsThere are divergent views as to-abeut the main factors of

behind personal happiness. While the—-a basic sense of well-being eeuld—can be

directly derived from wealth, | believe that other factors are equally important with
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regard to experiencing or achieving mentat-happiness.

On the one hand, I agree that money is necessary in order for people to meet their

basic needs_in_a more challenging globalized world. |t would be hard—nearly

impossible for an individuals to be happy if he or she does not have a safe place to

live and enough food to eat. [Howevet. However, the modern world exacerbates this

by presenting novel and life—is—mere—complex and—difficult—now—than—the

pastchallenges-especially-because-the related to the rising costs of living in mega

large cities-has-inereased-se-dramatically. It is more difficult for average citizens to
support themselves without significant financial achievementsstability/resources.

According to recent Jongitudinal research [conducted an-experimentin Shanghai, over

sixty percent of peeple—residents have experienced feelings of worry and anxiety
because of the-great-increased pressure ef-alrelated to household bills. Therefore,

economic success is the basic foundation upon which all individuals must begin to

build a happy life,

Nevertheless, | believe that other considerations are just as important as financial
conditions. Firstly, happiness lies-inrequires good health. An_Individuals will find it

nearly impossible to be happy with_a deteriorating health condition such as a chronic

disease like cancer and_the lconcomitant huge—mental ppressure. Secondly, most

people would agree that the greatest joy in life is usually found in shared experiences
with family and friends. It is rare to find a person who is content to |live in complete
isolation because. apart ferm-from the positive feelings of financial success, peeple
those who live alone may experience feelings of loneliness, isolation and anxiety and

may-will likely miss out the emotional support that families and friends can provide.

In conclusion, while money certainly affect peeple’s—living cendition—and

satisfactionstandards/conditions, | do not believe that money outweighs all—ether

healthy reeds—and emotional desiresneeds. |ndividuals must strive to_earn money

while at the same time valuing more meaningul experiences
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